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Jury Statement 

Chemical-Free Cleaning System with Micro-Dry Steam 

 

Each year, the expert jury for products of the German Sustainability Award honors 

products that make particularly effective contributions to sustainable transformation in 

one of the five transformation fields (climate, resources, nature, society, and value 

chains). 

 

The assessment goes beyond technological innovation and focuses primarily on a 

product’s proven impact: To what extent does it help conserve resources, reduce 

emissions, close material loops, promote social responsibility, or establish 

sustainable consumption and production practices? In addition, the jury considers 

factors such as innovative strength, scalability, role-model potential, and long-term 

impact across the entire product life cycle. 

Through a two-stage evaluation process, the jury identifies solutions that extend 

beyond their core function to generate positive impact for the economy and society, 

while setting new standards for sustainable products. 

 

With the chemical-free cleaning system using micro-dry steam by Medeco 

Cleantec GmbH, the jury recognizes a solution that completely eliminates the use of 

chemical cleaning agents, thereby delivering ecological and health benefits. The 

technology requires only minimal amounts of water and electricity, saves over 90 

percent of water, and prevents wastewater contamination with chemicals. In addition, 

packaging and transport efforts are reduced. Particularly compelling is the 

combination of resource efficiency, health protection, and durability: the robust 

devices, predominantly made of metal, are designed for up to 20 years of commercial 

use and up to 30 years of private use, thereby reducing material consumption over 

the entire life cycle. 

 

The jury emphasizes that the system has the potential to fundamentally transform 

cleaning practices. It not only reduces the environmental footprint of everyday 

cleaning but also demonstrates that effectiveness and sustainability can go hand in 

hand. Open questions—such as further optimization of energy efficiency or the 

development of circular-ready device concepts—do not diminish the overall impact; 

rather, they point to the next steps in development. 

With this award, the jury honors a product that promotes the responsible use of 

scarce resources, drastically reduces the consumption of water and chemicals, and 

demonstrates how sustainable cleaning solutions can contribute to a smaller 

ecological footprint. 


